PERISCOPE. 


852 

ciated with defective inhibitory power or caused by a 
perverted will, and he cannot brook the terms “ functional 
disease ” and “ general neurosis,” because they mean noth¬ 
ing to him. But paradoxical as it may seem, immediately 
after finding these objections he asserts that mild cases 
of hysteria may be explained by a functional disturbance 
of the cortical cells concerned in ideation, especially wjhen 
associated with neurotic condition. The point which Mr. 
Lim Boon Keng evidently would like to bring out is that 
in perverted states of some of the functions of the body 
there are manufactured within the system certain sub¬ 
stances of an alkaloidal nature which, on being absorbed 
into the system and manifesting their deleterious action 
bn those cortical cells concerned in ideation, cause them 
to act in a sinister fashion, and in turn other cells or areas 
of nerve matter in relation with the before-mentioned 
ideation cells are thrown out of gear with the resulting 
symptom complex of hysteria. We are in danger of hav¬ 
ing all diseases, the raison d'etre of which is yet dubious, 
explained along these lines within the next decade if the 
passion for this sort of thing, as lately manifested, does 
not cease. And to merely make a wild statement and a 
few visual speculations, as has been done by Mr. Lim 
Boon Keng, without bringing forward a single fact or 
semblance of a fact in their proof, does not help along the 
good cause very materially. J. C. 

THE RELATIONS OF PELVIC DISEASE TO 
PSYCHICAL DISTURBANCES IN WOMAN. 

Dr. George H. Rohe, of Catonsville, Md., pointed out 
the frequency with which bodily conditions influenced 
mental states. Thus a torpid condition of the intestines, 
Bright’s disease, putrefactive processes i'n the intestinal 
canal, etc., might give rise to melancholia and other dis¬ 
orders of the mental functions. It is not irrational to 
suppose likewise that diseases of the female sexual appa¬ 
ratus would have a not inconsiderable influence in the 
production or perpetuation of mental disorders. As a' 
contribution to the knowledge of the subject the follow¬ 
ing report was submitted. 

In a hospital containing 200 insane women, 35 were 
subjected to vaginal examination and 26 found with evi¬ 
dences of pelvic diseases. In 18 of these the uterine 
appendages were removed with the following results: 
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Sixteen recovered from the operation and 2 died. 
Of the 16 recovered, 3 have been discharged from the 
hospital completely restored, both physically and men¬ 
tally. In 10 considerable improvement followed the 
operation in both physical and mental conditions, and in 
3 the operation was of too recent a date to allow any defi¬ 
nite expression of opinion. 

The mental disorder present in the 18 cases was mel¬ 
ancholia in 6 cases, simple mania in 1, puerperal mania 
in 4, hysterical mania in 1, periodic mania in 2, hystero- 
epilepsy with mania in 1, and epilepsy with mania in. 3. 

The author, basing his opinion upon his experience, 
concludes as follows 

“ The facts recorded demonstrate first: That .there is 
a fruitful field for gynecological work among insane 
women; second, that this work is as practicable and can 
be pursued with as much success in an insane hospital 
as elsewhere;.and third, that the results obtained not 
only encourage us to continue in the work, but require 
us, in the name of science and humanity, to give to an 
insane woman the same chance of relief from disease of 
the ovaries and uterus that a sane woman has.”— Trans¬ 
actions of American Association of Obstetricians and Gynecol¬ 
ogists, Fifth Annual Meeting. 

CLINICAL. 

GILLES DE LA TOURETTE’S DISEASE. 

L. Stembo, in the .“ ^Berliner klin. Wochen.,” No. 28, 
calls attention to this disease, which he s,ays is endemic 
in Russia and Siberia, qnd known there under the name’ 
of Myriachit. It is characterized by attacks of involum 
tary movements of the limbs and body and also with 
some certain fixed mental impression. . The. movements 
were not only involuntary, but seemed to be compulsory. 
The disease began generally with muscular twitchings, 
which commenced in, the. face, finally involving the en¬ 
tire half of the body. The conditions which constitute 
coprolalie and echolalie were also present. Ip sleep all 
appearance of the disease disappeared.. It was. most 
frequent between the ages of four and twenty, years, 
males seemed more prone, to it than females, The, eti¬ 
ology of this disease was not by any means clear. In one 
of the author’s cases, the patient, aged thirty-seven years, 
had suffered from nervousness since his twentieth yean 



